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@ ,Citizenship

St Patrick’s College Drumcondra

A Professional Development Courses

A Courses for students

A M Ed in Citizenship and Human Rights Education
A Curriculum Development- Trécaire, Change.ie

A Conferences and Seminars

A Research with Trocaire, IHRC,

A International Projects- Amnesty International
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Partners: Trocaire

Programme for Early Years/Primary: Aims &

Objectives

Development Education = global and justice perspectives

TROCAIRE

Working for a Just World

Ato integrate development education into Early Years
& Primary programmes: Aistear & Primary curriculum

Ato research how young children engage with issues
of global social justice

Ato provide pre-service and inservice training to
Early Years educators

Ao support educators through the development of
programmes and resource materials

Ao research the impact of DE at Early Years/Primary
level
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Project Partners: Trocaire

DE and Early Years Education

Working for a Just World

Resource development: Watoto, Children from Around
the World (2000) & llenia from Colombia (2001)

Annual thematic materials e.g. Maji Water Pack (2008);
Food & hunger in Rwanda (2010)

Pre-service: UCC, DIT, Montessori colleges, Fetac
courses

Inservice: conferences & workshops nationwide with
CCCs

Curriculum Development: Submission to NCCA re Early
Years Framework Centre for
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Alstear Framework

A Help me to learn to value social and cultural difference
and to recognise that | live in a diverse, multi-ethnic
society. Help me to learn to recognise and challenge
Injustice and discrimination and to stand up for myself
and others

A Remember that | too am a citizen. Help me to learn
about my rights and responsibilities. Model fairness,
justice and respect when you interact with me and
others...
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POTENTIAL OUTCOMES

The findings of this research study will:

A Contribute to our understanding of if and how young
children in Irish contexts engage with global justice
Issues in educational settings

A Inform the future development of educational

resourcesby Tr - caireodos educat.i

A Provide a frame of reference on which to design
programmes in initial and continuing teacher
education
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Aims and Objectives

A This research project will
Investigate the
engagement of young
children with issues of
global justice, with a view
to informing the
development of
appropriate resources for

early years education.
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A How do children engage

with issues of global

justice in an early years

context?

A What strategies support

that engagement?
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Research Settings

A All mixed classes

A Senior Infants Class
Dublin

A Junior Infants Class
Rural/Urban

A Creche Group

University setting outside
Dublin
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Research conducted
June 2009

October/November
2009
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METHODOLOGY

A Qualitative Study

A Informed bythei mos ai ¢ apt@r oach
research (Clark and Moss, 2001)

A Researcher Observation of whole class
teaching

A Researcher led small group activities and
discussion with small groups of children

A Teacher journals and teacher interview
A Four Week Timeframe
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Conceptions of childhood

A Modernists discourses A Postmodernists assert that

construct childhood as being experiences of childhood are

too young and innocent to influenced by different socio-

engage in adult issues cultural, political and economic

contexts
I Children need to be protected

or children unable to engage i Blurring of distinction between
because of naivety/lack of adult and chil dr
awareness (Robinson and Diaz (2009
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Previous Research

AResearch focus on c¢hi
difference

I Children cognisant of issues relating to
difference from a young age e.g (Connolly)

A Paucity of research on poverty or fairness

ARel atively little re:
educationo and early
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Exploring issues of global justice with young

children

A Resources and approaches used must allow space for

chil drends own concerns, p e
solutions (Hong, 2003 and Chafel et al, 2007)
ABuild on childrenés own exp

knowledge (Hong, 2003)

A Address conceptions and misconceptions about global
justice issues including issues relating to poverty and
human rights, prejudice and discrimination (Fountain,
1990)
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Exploring issues of global justice with young

children

A Encourage children to think critically (Connolly and
Hosken, 2006)

A Where relevant, explicitly and concretely deal with young
childrends racial attitudes

A Ensure that stereotypes are not reinforced (Ramsey,
2008b)
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STARTING POINT
Mama Panya s Paneakes

A Village Tale fr‘om Kenya

\ . P

N e . 1 ;
\ : e ¥, Y  E :
" S L A Nz
i\ 3 % 2 A / /
u » s = oSt | A . Centre for

Human Rights

et and

Working for a Just World




Research Methods

Class Observation

A Story
A Photographs

A Circle Time Discussion

Research Activities

A Smiley Faces
A Review of story
A Silhouette

A Similarities and
differences

A Ranking- Most like your
day

A What happens next?




Emerging Themes

AFactors I nfluencing

understanding
A Effectiveness of approaches

A Conceptual understandings of global
justice
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Factors 1 nfluencing

A Family experiences

A Ethnic background

A Personal experiences
A Previous formal learning

A External influences (e.g. media, television etc.)
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Influences: NGO Campaligns

| would say, Mammy, Daddy, Well | didnodét unde
just take me back to Ireland, lot of them kept saying the girl was
will you please?...because sad because she had no home but

t her eds more foo dthere was nothing about the home
in the picture. The girl was just

(Helen, Research Session 2, sitting on her mur
Setting 2) water, there was nothing about

that. But then another parent said
In Africa, nobody can get no to me that on the previous

cowséwe have to hidyVgh@pmoney for
people in Africa. homellﬂthls was?ast Lent. Now |

_ _ di dnot know that.
(Helen, Class Discussion,

Session 4, Setting 2) (Teacher, Setting 3)
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Photographs: What do we see?

A mean when you look

at the photograph you
Immediately see, you

know, the small child

begging for food. They

di dndét see him
was just sitting down

waiting for his mum to

get money from the

bank, you know
all they saw.

Aleacher, Setting 3



