
ñIn Africa, nobody can get no food...ò

Young childrenôs engagement with 

issues of global justice
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Partners: Trócaire

Programme for  Early Years/Primary: Aims & 

Objectives

Åto integrate development education into Early Years 

& Primary programmes: Aistear & Primary curriculum

Åto research how young children engage with issues 

of global social justice

Åto provide pre-service and inservice training to 

Early Years educators

Åto support educators through the development of 

programmes and  resource materials

Åto research the impact of DE at Early Years/Primary 

level

Åto advocate for a DE perspective with statutory 

bodies 

Development Education = global and justice perspectives



Resource development: Watoto, Children from Around 

the World (2000) & Ilenia from Colombia (2001)

Annual thematic materials e.g. Maji Water Pack (2008); 

Food & hunger in Rwanda (2010) 

Pre-service: UCC, DIT, Montessori colleges, Fetac

courses 

Inservice: conferences & workshops nationwide with 

CCCs

Curriculum Development: Submission to NCCA re Early 

Years Framework

Project Partners: Trócaire
DE and Early Years Education



Aistear Framework

ÅHelp me to learn to value social and cultural difference 

and to recognise that I live in a diverse, multi-ethnic 

society. Help me to learn to recognise and challenge 

injustice and discrimination and to stand up for myself 

and others

ÅRemember that I too am a citizen. Help me to learn 

about my rights and responsibilities. Model fairness, 

justice and respect when you interact with me and 

others...



POTENTIAL OUTCOMES

The findings of this research study will:

ÅContribute to our understanding of if and how young 
children in Irish contexts engage with global justice 
issues in educational settings

ÅInform the future development of educational 
resources by Tr·caireôs education team

ÅProvide a frame of reference on which to design 
programmes in initial and continuing teacher 
education



Aims and Objectives

ÅThis research project will 

investigate the 

engagement of young 

children with issues of 

global justice, with a view 

to informing the 

development of 

appropriate resources for 

early years education.

ÅHow do children engage 

with issues of global 

justice in an early years 

context?

ÅWhat strategies support 

that engagement?



Research Settings

ÅAll mixed classes

ÅSenior Infants Class

Dublin

ÅJunior Infants Class

Rural/Urban

ÅCreche Group

University setting outside 

Dublin

Research conducted 

June 2009

October/November

2009



METHODOLOGY

ÅQualitative Study

ÅInformed by the ñmosaic approachò to 

research (Clark and Moss, 2001)

ÅResearcher Observation of whole class 

teaching

ÅResearcher led small group activities and 

discussion with small groups of children

ÅTeacher journals and teacher interview

ÅFour Week Timeframe 



Conceptions of childhood

Å Modernists discourses 

construct childhood as being 

too young and innocent to 

engage in adult issues

ïChildren need to be protected 

or children unable to engage 

because of naivety/lack of 

awareness

Å Postmodernists assert that 

experiences of childhood are 

influenced by different socio-

cultural, political and economic 

contexts

ï Blurring of distinction between 

adult and childrenôs worlds  

(Robinson and Diaz (2009



Previous Research

ÅResearch focus on childrenôs attitudes to 

difference

ïChildren cognisant of issues relating to 

difference from a young age e.g (Connolly)

ÅPaucity of research on poverty or fairness

ÅRelatively little research on ñglobal 

educationò and early childhood



Exploring issues of global justice with young 

children

ÅResources and approaches used must allow space for 

childrenôs own concerns, personal experiences  and 

solutions (Hong, 2003 and Chafel et al, 2007)

ÅBuild on childrenôs own experiences and background 

knowledge (Hong, 2003)

ÅAddress conceptions and misconceptions about global 

justice issues including issues relating to poverty and 

human rights, prejudice and discrimination (Fountain, 

1990)



Exploring issues of global justice with young 

children

ÅEncourage children to think critically (Connolly and 

Hosken, 2006)

ÅWhere relevant, explicitly and concretely deal with young 

childrenôs racial attitudes (Connolly and Hosken, 2006)

ÅEnsure that stereotypes are not reinforced (Ramsey, 

2008b)



STARTING POINT



Research Methods

Class Observation

ÅStory

ÅPhotographs

ÅCircle Time Discussion

Research Activities

ÅSmiley Faces

ÅReview of story

ÅSilhouette

ÅSimilarities and 

differences

ÅRanking- Most like your 

day

ÅWhat happens next?



Emerging Themes

ÅFactors Influencing childrenôs 

understanding

ÅEffectiveness of approaches

ÅConceptual understandings of global 

justice                                                                                                                      



Factors influencing childrenôs understanding

ÅFamily experiences

ÅEthnic background

ÅPersonal experiences

ÅPrevious formal learning

ÅExternal influences (e.g. media, television etc.)



Influences: NGO Campaigns

I would say, Mammy, Daddy, 
just take me back to Ireland, 
will you please?...because 
thereôs more food

(Helen, Research Session 2, 
Setting 2)

In Africa, nobody can get no 
food, they have no sheep, no 
cowséwe have to help the 
people in Africa.

(Helen, Class Discussion, 
Session 4, Setting 2)

Well I didnôt understand because a 
lot of them kept saying the girl was 
sad because she had no home but 
there was nothing about the home 
in the picture.  The girl was just 
sitting on her mumôs knee at the 
water, there was nothing about 
that.  But then another parent said 
to me that on the previous 
Trocaire box it was all about 
saving money for the little girlôs 
home ïthis was last Lent.  Now I 
didnôt know that.

(Teacher, Setting 3)



Photographs: What do we see?

ÅI mean when you look 
at the photograph you 
immediately see, you 
know, the small child 
begging for food.  They 
didnôt see him at all, he 
was just sitting down 
waiting for his mum to 
get money from the 
bank, you know.  Thatôs 
all they saw.  

ÅTeacher, Setting 3


