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Global dimension & Sustainabledevelopment

ÁWhat are the biggest challenges facing our planet and how might they 
alter its future?
ÁHow can I enjoy a good quality of life, without transferring problems to 
people in other parts of the world?
ÁHow can I become an active global citizen and help look after the planet 
for future generations?

QCA (2009) Cross-curriculum Dimensions: A planning guide

Learning about (the) global dimension and sustainable development can 
help young people to understand the needs and rights of future 
generations, and to consider the best ways to tackle interrelated global 
challenges such as climate change, inequality and poverty. It can also 
motivate learners to want to change things for the better ïequipping 
them with the knowledge, skills and values that are crucial to envisaging 
and creating a sustainable future.



The idea of the future 

ÁCentral symbol - for giving meaning to human life; conjecture and 
speculation about the future have always been prime features of 
the human condition

ÁEveryday thinking - People are more used to thinking about 
personal and professional futures than wider societal or global 
futures

ÁPlural futures - There is no such thing as the future (singular) since 
at any moment in time any number of futures (plural) could 
possibly come about

ÁViews of the future ïDifferent people have quite different views of 
the future and some groups have more power than others to define 
the future, e.g. TNCs, governments, international banking 

ÁColonising the future ïSuch powerful groups ócoloniseô the future, 
particularly big business with its exploitation of resources and 
constant creation of new óneedsô for tomorrow



Futures in education

ÁTacit futures ~ are implied but never clearly 

stated, e.g. ópreparation for adult life.ô Such 
futures are never defined and are virtually 
invisible except to the practised eye.

ÁToken futures ~ involve some reference to 
the future, but lack explanation, e.g. óeducation 
for the C21st.ô The word ófutureô in a  title often 
signifies less than might be expected.

ÁTaken-for-granted futures ~ a particular view 
of the future is proposed but not as one 
amongst several. Most common is a high-tech 
future in which science/technology will bring 
equal óbenefitsô to all.

Gough, N. (1988) Futures in Australian education, Futures,
22 (3): 298 -310



Futures studies

óFutures studies largely straddles two dominant modes of 
knowledge ïthe technical concerned with predicting the future 
and the humanist concerned with developing a good society.ô

Inayatullah, S. (1993) óWho am I?ô to óWhen am I?ô Futures, 25 (3)

óThe purposes of futures studies are to discover or invent, 
examine and evaluate, and propose possible, probable and 
preferable futures. Futurists seek to know: what can or could be 
(the possible), what is likely to be (the probable), and what 
ought to be (the preferable).ô

Bell, W. (1997) Foundations of Futures Studies, vol.1, Transaction Publishers



Futures activities 



A futures ótoolkitô

Â Hopes and fears ïstudentsô own concerns about the future

Â Views of the future ïdepending on age, gender, class, culture

Â The 200-year present ïrelating past, present and future

Â Probable futures ïwhat is most likely to happen in the future

Â Preferable futures ïwhat would be the most desirable future

Â Consequences wheel ïimplications of actions on the future

Â Future generations ïwhat rights should the unborn have?

Â Scenario  building ïchoosing between alternative futures

Â Envisioningïdeveloping the ability to imagine alternatives

Â Sustainable futures ïthe need for a new vision of tomorrow



Whose futures?

ÁChildrenôs futures ïoptimism and hope 

ÁYouth futures ïdisillusioned generation 
ÁCommunity futures ïoneôs local area
ÁNational futures ïthe nation state
ÁCulturally diverse futures ïpluralism 
ÁWomenôs futures ïnot the patriarchy 
ÁNeoliberal futures ïno limits to growth
ÁSustainable futures ïzero carbon society 



Economics v. ecology

Â Neoliberalism: óeconomic rationalityô - everyone 
should act to maximise their own personal 
benefits, the notion of free -enterprise  

Â Economics v. ecology:  economists see growth 
as a prerequisite to human well-being, whilst 
ecologists recognise finiteness of the biosphere 

Â Addicted to óstuffô:  identity in the rich world is 
too often now tied to rampant consumerism 
and narcissistic individualism

Â Greed or need: if everyone in the world lived at 
the level of the UK two or three planets would 
be needed to resource this (WWF report) 

Â New economics: a growing number of new 
initiatives that challenge conventional 
economics and measures of human well-being


